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About Large-format PDF 

Most text that is generated on word processors and ultimately presented in PDF 
format appears in portrait orientation and with a 10-14 point typeface. It is done 
that way because that text was originally intended to be printed to an 8.5 x 11 
inch page (in the U.S.) and read on paper. But today most published text is read 
online. In our view, text that is placed online should be presented in a format 
more suitable for online viewing. That means, for most users of computers and 
tablets, landscape orientation (11 x 8.5 inches) and 18-20 point typeface. We call 
this “large-format PDF”.  

The remainder of this file is sample text to show how it appears.  

The Word template that is used to produce this text is attached to this file.  
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Civil and political rights are a class of rights that protect individuals' freedom 

from infringement by governments, social organizations, and private 

individuals. They ensure one's entitlement to participate in the civil and 

political life of the society and state without discrimination or repression. 

 Civil rights include the ensuring of peoples' physical and mental integrity, 

life, and safety; protection from discrimination on grounds such as race, gender, 

sexual orientation, national origin, color, age, political affiliation, ethnicity, 

religion, and disability; and individual rights such as privacy and the freedom 

of speech, religion, press, assembly, and movement. 

 Political rights include natural justice (procedural fairness) in law, such as 

the rights of the accused, including the right to a fair trial; due process; the right 

to seek redress or a legal remedy; and rights of participation in civil society and 

politics such as freedom of association, the right to assemble, the right to 

petition, the right of self-defense, and the right to vote. 



Large-format PDF – page 3 

 Civil and political rights form the original and main part of international 

human rights. They comprise the first portion of the 1948 Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (with economic, social, and cultural rights 

comprising the second portion). The theory of three generations of human 

rights considers this group of rights to be "first-generation rights", and the 

theory of negative and positive rights considers them to be generally negative 

rights. 

 In the 17th century, English common law judge Sir Edward Coke revived 

the idea of rights based on citizenship by arguing that Englishmen had 

historically enjoyed such rights. The Parliament of England adopted the 

English Bill of Rights in 1689. It was one of the influences drawn on by George 

Mason and James Madison when drafting the Virginia Declaration of Rights in 

1776. The Virginia declaration is the direct ancestor and model for the U.S. Bill 

of Rights (1789). 
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 The removal by legislation of a civil right constitutes a "civil disability". 

In early 19th century Britain, the phrase "civil rights" most commonly referred 

to the issue of such legal discrimination against Catholics. In the House of 

Commons support for civil rights was divided, with many  politicians agreeing 

with the existing civil disabilities of Catholics. The Roman Catholic Relief Act 

1829 restored their civil rights. 

 In the 1860s, Americans adapted this usage to newly freed blacks. 

Congress enacted civil rights acts in 1866, 1871, 1875, 1957, 1960, 1964, 1968, 

and 1991. 

 T. H. Marshall notes that civil rights were among the first to be recognized 

and codified, followed later by political rights and still later by social rights. In 

many countries, they are constitutional rights and are included in a bill of rights 

or similar document. They are also defined in international human rights 
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instruments, such as the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

1967 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

 Civil and political rights need not be codified to be protected. However, 

most democracies worldwide do have formal written guarantees of civil and 

political rights. Civil rights are considered to be natural rights. Thomas 

Jefferson wrote in his A Summary View of the Rights of British America that "a 

free people  their rights as derived from the laws of nature, and not as the gift of 

their chief magistrate." 

 The question of to whom civil and political rights apply is a subject of 

controversy. Although in many countries citizens have greater protections 

against infringement of rights than non-citizens, civil and political rights are 

generally considered to be universal rights.  
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 According to political scientist Salvador Santino F. Regilme Jr., analyzing 

the causes of and lack of protection from human rights abuses in the Global 

South should be focusing on the interactions of domestic and international 

factors—an important perspective that has usually been systematically 

neglected in the social science literature. 

 Custom also plays a role. Implied or unenumerated rights are rights that 

courts may find to exist even though not expressly guaranteed by written law or 

custom; one example is the right to privacy in the United States, and the Ninth 

Amendment explicitly shows that there are other rights that are also protected. 

 The United States Declaration of Independence states that people have 

unalienable rights including "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness". It is 

considered by some that the sole purpose of government is the protection of 

life, liberty and property. 
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 Civil rights guarantee equal protection under the law. When civil and 

political rights are not guaranteed to all as part of equal protection of laws, or 

when such guarantees exist on paper but are not respected in practice, 

opposition, legal action and even social unrest may ensue. 

 Civil rights movements in the United States gathered steam by 1848.  

 Worldwide, several political movements for equality before the law 

occurred between approximately 1950 and 1980. These movements had a legal 

and constitutional aspect, and resulted in much law-making at both national and 

international levels. They also had an activist side, particularly in situations 

where violations of rights were widespread. Movements with the proclaimed 

aim of securing observance of civil and political rights included: 

 Most civil rights movements relied on the technique of civil resistance, 

using nonviolent methods to achieve their aims. In some countries, struggles 
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for civil rights were accompanied, or followed, by civil unrest and even armed 

rebellion. While civil rights movements over the last sixty years have resulted 

in an extension of civil and political rights, the process was long and tenuous in 

many countries, and many of these movements did not achieve or fully achieve 

their objectives. 

 Questions about civil and political rights have frequently emerged. For 

example, to what extent should the government intervene to protect individuals 

from infringement on their rights by other individuals, or from corporations—

e.g., in what way should employment discrimination in the private sector be 

dealt with? 

 Political theory deals with civil and political rights. Robert Nozick and 

John Rawls expressed competing visions in Nozick's Anarchy, State, and 

Utopia and Rawls' A Theory of Justice.  


